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Harold Hagemeier
Chairperson
7900 West 81st  Ave - 142
Amarillo, TX 79119
hhag@suddenlink.net
806.352.6267
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A  Moment  In  TimeA  Moment  In  TimeA  Moment  In  TimeA  Moment  In  TimeA  Moment  In  Time

Take I-70 to exit #70 at the intersection of Hwy. 83

Jim and Dee
4423 Loveland Drive
Kearney, NE 68845

308.236.7673
gman204b@charter.net

Goedert
Buy
Sell
Trade

Barbed Wire
Pink Perfume Bottles

Art Nouveau Jewelry Boxes

Bill Prain
All round nice guy and

BLACK
HORSE

WIRE CUT
LINIMENT

129 W.  HOMEWOOD CT.
GENOA, IL 60135

815-784-2663
billprain@verizon.net

COLLECTOR OF
BARBED  WIRE LINIMENTBOTTLES
BROTHEL TOKENS

Richard and Theresa Smith
14558 West State Highway U

Walnut Grove, MO 65770
417.788.1111

Buy
Sell
Trade

Tea  Pots

Bone China Flowers

Barbed Wire
Fence Tools
I.H.C. Tools

oldrichard@juno.com

2720 Camino Chueco

Santa Fe, NM  87505
505.471.6741

bob8bear@gmail.com
Member ABWS

Fred & Wrennée Reynolds
Antique Barbed Wire Collector

Buy Sell Trade

nsowle@wildblue.net
Member: Antique Barbed Wire Society

Box 102
Stanley, New Mexico 87056

505.832.4339

Dan and Nancy Sowle

Jerry and Karen Boxberger
Box 26

Carson, NM 87517
575.758.3487
jkbox@laplaza.org

Keen Kutter Items
Antique Tools
Barbed Wire

Carnival Chalkware
(circa 1910-1956)

Souvenir Carnival Horses

Antiques, Collectibles
& Primitives

(785) 672-4833
In the Historical 1800’s Train Depot

Box 39
     Oakley, KS  67748Mike McCafferty

September 18 - 20, 2008
Colorado Wire Collector’s Association
Walsenburg, Colorado
Contact: Laura Bell - 719.738.1365*****

May 1 - 2, 2009
Kansas Barbed Wire Collector’s Association
La Crosse, Kansas
Contact: Brad - 785.222.9049 * Mike - 785.672.4833

*****

October 2 - 4, 2008
The Symposium
La Crosse, Kansas
Contact: Jim - 308.236.7673

*****

July 18 - 19, 2009
Nebraska Barbed Wire Collector’s Association
Waverly, Nebraska
Contact: Wayne - 402.642.5876

*****

April 16 - 18,  2009
Devil’s Rope Museum
Shamrock, TX
Contact: Delbert-806.779.3164 ***** Danny-817.441.9656 ***** Zack-903.482.5241

*****

July 17 - 18, 2009
New Mexico Barbed Wire Collector’s Association
Contact: Jerry or Karen - 575.758.3487

*****

LARRY GREER
HISTORIAN OF THE BARBED WIRE FENCE

400 WYNDHAM PARK DRIVE - 101
SAINT PETERS, MO  63376-2895

636.970.3734
fencebandit@yahoo.com

A WIRE IN THE HAND
IS WORTH TWO IN THE HEDGE
Member Antique Barbed Wire Society

jkboxberg1.2@gmail.com
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Harold Hagemeier
Chairperson
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Take I-70 to exit #70 at the intersection of Hwy. 83

Jim and Dee
4423 Loveland Drive
Kearney, NE 68845

308.236.7673
gman204b@charter.net

Goedert
Buy
Sell
Trade

Barbed Wire
Pink Perfume Bottles

Art Nouveau Jewelry Boxes

Bill Prain
All round nice guy and

BLACK
HORSE

WIRE CUT
LINIMENT

129 W.  HOMEWOOD CT.
GENOA, IL 60135

815-784-2663
billprain@verizon.net

COLLECTOR OF
BARBED  WIRE LINIMENTBOTTLES
BROTHEL TOKENS

Richard and Theresa Smith
14558 West State Highway U

Walnut Grove, MO 65770
417.788.1111

Buy
Sell
Trade

Tea  Pots

Bone China Flowers

Barbed Wire
Fence Tools
I.H.C. Tools

oldrichard@juno.com

2720 Camino Chueco

Santa Fe, NM  87505
505.471.6741

bob8bear@gmail.com
Member ABWS

Fred & Wrennée Reynolds
Antique Barbed Wire Collector

Buy Sell Trade

nsowle@wildblue.net
Member: Antique Barbed Wire Society

Box 102
Stanley, New Mexico 87056

505.832.4339

Dan and Nancy Sowle

Jerry and Karen Boxberger
Box 26

Carson, NM 87517
575.758.3487
jkbox@laplaza.org

Keen Kutter Items
Antique Tools
Barbed Wire

Carnival Chalkware
(circa 1910-1956)

Souvenir Carnival Horses

Antiques, Collectibles
& Primitives

(785) 672-4833
In the Historical 1800’s Train Depot

Box 39
     Oakley, KS  67748Mike McCafferty

September 18 - 20, 2008
Colorado Wire Collector’s Association
Walsenburg, Colorado
Contact: Laura Bell - 719.738.1365*****

May 1 - 2, 2009
Kansas Barbed Wire Collector’s Association
La Crosse, Kansas
Contact: Brad - 785.222.9049 * Mike - 785.672.4833

*****

October 2 - 4, 2008
The Symposium
La Crosse, Kansas
Contact: Jim - 308.236.7673

*****

July 18 - 19, 2009
Nebraska Barbed Wire Collector’s Association
Waverly, Nebraska
Contact: Wayne - 402.642.5876

*****

April 16 - 18,  2009
Devil’s Rope Museum
Shamrock, TX
Contact: Delbert-806.779.3164 ***** Danny-817.441.9656 ***** Zack-903.482.5241

*****

July 17 - 18, 2009
New Mexico Barbed Wire Collector’s Association
Contact: Jerry or Karen - 575.758.3487

*****

LARRY GREER
HISTORIAN OF THE BARBED WIRE FENCE

400 WYNDHAM PARK DRIVE - 101
SAINT PETERS, MO  63376-2895

636.970.3734
fencebandit@yahoo.com

A WIRE IN THE HAND
IS WORTH TWO IN THE HEDGE
Member Antique Barbed Wire Society

smith3980@att.net

2 The Barbed Wire Collector                                                               www.antiquebarbedwiresociety.com September/October  2008                                                                                                  The Barbed Wire Collector  19

Show TimeShow TimeShow TimeShow TimeShow Time

O C I E T Y
ANTIQUE BARBED WIRE

Harold Hagemeier
Chairperson
7900 West 81st  Ave - 142
Amarillo, TX 79119
hhag@suddenlink.net
806.352.6267

World’s Largest  Barbed
Wire Tool Collection

BT of OKBT of OKBT of OKBT of OKBT of OK

������ � � ��������
��� ���� �������� ������

720.747.5350

���� �� �������� ���
�������  ��  �����

A  Moment  In  TimeA  Moment  In  TimeA  Moment  In  TimeA  Moment  In  TimeA  Moment  In  Time

Take I-70 to exit #70 at the intersection of Hwy. 83

Jim and Dee
4423 Loveland Drive
Kearney, NE 68845

308.236.7673
gman204b@charter.net

Goedert
Buy
Sell
Trade

Barbed Wire
Pink Perfume Bottles

Art Nouveau Jewelry Boxes

Bill Prain
All round nice guy and

BLACK
HORSE

WIRE CUT
LINIMENT

129 W.  HOMEWOOD CT.
GENOA, IL 60135

815-784-2663
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Richard and Theresa Smith
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417.788.1111
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Bone China Flowers

Barbed Wire
Fence Tools
I.H.C. Tools

oldrichard@juno.com

2720 Camino Chueco

Santa Fe, NM  87505
505.471.6741

bob8bear@gmail.com
Member ABWS

Fred & Wrennée Reynolds
Antique Barbed Wire Collector

Buy Sell Trade

nsowle@wildblue.net
Member: Antique Barbed Wire Society

Box 102
Stanley, New Mexico 87056

505.832.4339

Dan and Nancy Sowle

Jerry and Karen Boxberger
Box 26

Carson, NM 87517
575.758.3487
jkbox@laplaza.org

Keen Kutter Items
Antique Tools
Barbed Wire

Carnival Chalkware
(circa 1910-1956)

Souvenir Carnival Horses

Antiques, Collectibles
& Primitives

(785) 672-4833
In the Historical 1800’s Train Depot

Box 39
     Oakley, KS  67748Mike McCafferty

September 18 - 20, 2008
Colorado Wire Collector’s Association
Walsenburg, Colorado
Contact: Laura Bell - 719.738.1365*****

May 1 - 2, 2009
Kansas Barbed Wire Collector’s Association
La Crosse, Kansas
Contact: Brad - 785.222.9049 * Mike - 785.672.4833

*****

October 2 - 4, 2008
The Symposium
La Crosse, Kansas
Contact: Jim - 308.236.7673

*****

July 18 - 19, 2009
Nebraska Barbed Wire Collector’s Association
Waverly, Nebraska
Contact: Wayne - 402.642.5876

*****

April 16 - 18,  2009
Devil’s Rope Museum
Shamrock, TX
Contact: Delbert-806.779.3164 ***** Danny-817.441.9656 ***** Zack-903.482.5241

*****

July 17 - 18, 2009
New Mexico Barbed Wire Collector’s Association
Contact: Jerry or Karen - 575.758.3487

*****

LARRY GREER
HISTORIAN OF THE BARBED WIRE FENCE

400 WYNDHAM PARK DRIVE - 101
SAINT PETERS, MO  63376-2895

636.970.3734
fencebandit@yahoo.com

A WIRE IN THE HAND
IS WORTH TWO IN THE HEDGE
Member Antique Barbed Wire Society

1612 Haines Place NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112

stanleynmsowle@gmail.com
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October 3-5, 2024
The Symposium
La Crosse, Kansas
Contact: John Baumchen 575-303-3779

July 20-21, 2024
Nebraska Barbed Wire Collectors Association
in conjunction with Camp Creek Antique Machinery & Threshing Show
Waverly, Nebraska
Contact: John Stolhmann 402-426-2149

April 12-13, 2024
Devil’s Rope Wild Cat/ Swap Meet
McLean, TX
Contact: Mike Oldham oldhammerforge@gmail.com, 
     Museum number 806-779-2225
               Leigh Anne Isbell  806-662-5803  barbwiremuseum@gmail.com

June 14-15, 2024
Colorado Barbed Wire Collectors Association
Burlington, CO
Contact: Vickie Schlepp home 970-354-7443 or cell 719-343-0041

May 2-4, 2024
Kansas Barbed Wire Collectors Association
La Crosse, Kansas
Contact: Brad Penka 785-222-6149, wireshow@rushcounty.org

2 23

*super show, TBD at Symposium

September 28-29, 2024
Barb City’s Barbed Wire Weekend 
Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of Glidden’s “The Winner” patent
Joseph F. Glidden Homestead & Historical Center 
Location: DeKalb, Illinois
Contact: Jessi Haish LaRue, 815-756-7904, jessi@gliddenhomestead.org

April 18-20, 2024
Arizona Barb Wire & Western Collectibles Show
Location: Prescott Valley, AZ
Contact: Marvin Mackaben 928-759-9385
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Wire and Tool AUCTION$

6

No Wire and Tool Auction
July/August 2023

We hope you have had the opportunity to 
attend one or more of the shows and there 

take the opportunity to add to your collections.

Your support of the hobby and society is much 
appreciated and we look forward to hosting 

the next auction in a future issue.

Wire and Tool AUCTION$

6

No Wire and Tool Auction
November/December 2023

The mail bid auction was discussed during 
the Symposium. A few future changes will be 

coming to the auction. More on this discussion 
will be in the Symposium report for members of 
the Symposium and will be provided in future 

issues. You may also check out the website for 
additional updates and information.

Your support of the hobby and society is much 
appreciated, and we look forward to hosting 

the next auction in a future issue.
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Calling all Shutterbugs and Collectors
Cover Page Photography Contest

Last years contest for photos to use on the next volume 
of The Collector was a great success and ensured we had 
cover photos in place for the whole volume so we are going 
to solicit your help again this year, with a couple of twists!

We hope you have fun with this year’s photo topic.
We want your photos of a Wire/Tool/Related Collection 

item in an unusual or unexpected location (can be found, 
created placement, optical illusion)

Send to editorabws@gmail.com or mailed to Editor 
contact address located on page 4

Submissions need to be sent with:
• Name of photographer
• Approximate date taken
• Location/event/inspiration
• (optional) additional details or tag line

Historical pictures okay too, please make sure you 
have permission to use any photographs that are not your 
personal work.
Deadline(s): 1st each of Dec, Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug
Winners: 6 Winners will be selected by popular digital votes. 
Approved photos will be posted on the web for voting, the 
photo in each deadline cycle with the most votes will be the 
next issues cover photo. 

PRIZES:
Most votes in each deadline cycle will be a cover photo
Most votes overall - annual subscription to
The Collector, and a commemorative item with your photo

 

Don’t forget, THIS volume of The Collector is the new 
volume.
• Check your membership renewal date. If it’s close or 

expired renew today! Contact treasabws@gmail.com 
for any membership or payment questions. You can 
renew your membership through the website store 
www.antiquebarbedwiresociety.com or by mail (see 
page 8)

• Check your card ad for any updates needed. 
Email updates/changes in your card ads to 
editorabws@gmail.com

Reminder: All card ads expire in December.
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Devil’s Rope Museum  The museum closed for 
the season on Oct. 31st and will be open again 
March 1st 2024. Be watching early next year 
for information on our April gathering. Check 
out the Devil’s Rope Barbwire Museum on 
Facebook to see the latest news.

California Collectors Association Check out the 
show ad on page 16. -  Mark Nelson

Colorado Collectors Association  Not too much 
snow here yet but we are wishing for a white 
Christmas that will bring us some much needed 
moisture. Wishing you all safe and festive 
holidays.

Joseph F. Glidden Homestead and Historical 
Center will be hosting a show and Celebrating 
the 150th Anniversary of Glidden’s “The 
Winner” patent in September 2024. Watch 
future issues for additional information. – Jessi 
LaRue

Nebraska Collector’s Association No new news 
at this time, just a reminder we will have our 
show in conjunction with the Threshing show 
again next year. – John and Sue Stolhmann.  

Kansas Collectors Association and the Kansas 
Barbed Wire Museum – Wishing everyone 
a Flavorful Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, 
and Happy New year. We will be sharing the 
museum with many visitors again this year on 
November 24th as the museum will be open to 
visitors as part of the Rush County Historical 
Society’s Christmas Kick-off and open house. 
If you happen to be in the area at this time stop 
out, 5:00-8:00 pm.

Bob Spencer – We will be moving soon, and 
may be moved into our new home by the time 
this publication hits your mailbox. I was recently 
asked to make a barbed wire plaque for a local 
FFA classroom and I was able to do so with 
44 wires from my collection. I think I made the 
teacher really happy with the display.
See page 10 for more on sharing during this 
giving season.

Club and Museum 
News

Your help is requested to gather wire club/show/hobby/museum 
news from around the world. If you are a member of a group 
that is involved with wire collecting reach out to the editor 
with contact information for a representative of your group to 
contact for news and updates: editorabws@gmail.com or 
785-639-6011 (leave message). 
Note: news does not have to be an article long, a sentence or 
two about what’s happening in your area will be sharable news! 
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There's More in 24........April 18-20, 2024 

ARIZONA ANTIQUE BARBED WIRE
AND WESTERN COLLECTIBLES SHOW

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA
ELK'S LODGE 6245 E. 2ND ST

Parking, RV spaces, Beautiful Views, Eats nearby

HOST HOTEL: Hampton Inn & Suites 928-772-1800
2901 North Glassford Hill Road, Prescott Valley

reservation includes full BREAKFAST
ask for Barbed Wire group rate: Thu $119, Fri-Sat $169

BUY-SELL-TRADE ~ ~ ~ WIRE COLLECTIONS BOUGHT AND SOLD
AWARDS IN ALL RELATED CATEGORIES

LADIES COLLECTIBLES WELCOME

FREE ADMISSION ~ ~ FREE WIRE TO BEGINNERS

FUND RAISING AUCTION SATURDAY 3 P.M.
(PLEASE BRING AN ITEM!) 

For Table Reservation and Information Contact:
MARVIN MACKABEN 928-759-9385 

FREE STANDING DISPLAY SPACE
6 FT & 8 FT TABLES @ $20 EACH 

SET-UP THU 1-5 PM
SHOW TIMES FRI & SAT 9-4 PM

Co-sponsored by the Antique Barbed Wire Society
& California Barbed Wire Collectors Association

/
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New Zealand is renowned for its picturesque landscapes, 
diverse wildlife, and vibrant Maori culture. Hidden among 
its stunning scenery is a part of history that has captured the 
imagination of a small group of enthusiasts – the collection 
of barbed wire. While this might seem like an odd pursuit 
to those outside of this readership, there is a growing 
community of barbed wire collectors in New Zealand, who 
have transformed what to most in the countryside see as 
a utilitarian object, into a captivating historical and cultural 
artifact. 

The History of Barbed Wire in New Zealand.  Barbed 
wire, with its simple design of twisted wire with barbs, 
revolutionized fencing and agriculture in the 19th century. 
It was instrumental in the settlement of the American 
West, providing an effective means of enclosing land and 
protecting livestock. Over the years, different variations of 
barbed wire were developed, leading to a wide array of 
styles and designs, each with its own unique history. While 
there is historical reference to similar types of wire that 
could be called ‘barbed wire’ from other countries pre-dating 
the American wire it appears that it is the American style 
patented wire that migrated mostly to New Zealand.

In the publication of an address delivered to the 
Industrial Association of Canterbury in 1887 entitled “The 
Industries of New Zealand” presenters addressed the 
manufacturing economic impact of barbed wire in New 
Zealand. 

“Much of the opposition to local manufactures 
is by, or at any rate in the name of, the producer. It is 
contended that they are inimical to his interests, and 
that any encouragement given to them must be at the 
expense of the farmer and grazier. Theoretically this may 
be in accordance with “sound economics,” what would 
be called in Scotland “the fundamentals,” but practically 
the effect is as often the other way about. A case in point 
occurred two or three years ago within the sound of the 
Cathedral bells. Immediately on the establishment of 
barbed wire manufactures in the Colony the price of the 
imported article fell £18 a ton in one drop. Assuming that 
a sixth of the wire used in New Zealand is barbed, this 
fall represents a saving to the producer of about £20,000 
a year. He may well afford a handsome commission to 
local industry out of the transaction.” (Blair 1887).
The Significance of Barbed Wire Collections in New 

Zealand. Barbed wire collections in New Zealand, like in 
many other countries; serve as insight into the country’s 

agricultural history, regional settlement, 
and the related technological 
agricultural advancements that have 
and continue to shape the nation. 
The wires when displayed reveal the 
evolution of fencing technologies, the 
materials available, the timeline of 
rural development, and the innovative 
designs tempered to the local regions 
that helped shape the New Zealand 
landscape. 

In a 1999 Audio recording found in 
the National Library Archives, collector 
Frank (Andy) Anderson describes 

his introduction to barbed wire working with the 4th Works 
Company during World War II where he was tasked through 
assignment to the Public Works Department to install and 
electrify barbed wire along the North Shore beaches. He 
spoke of the necessity of such an endeaver as well as the 
feelings he has now, split between the images of war wire 
and the ‘same wire’ [sic] used for advancing growth. (1999).

 According to the section ‘Farm Fencing – Wire Fencing’ 
in The Encyclopedia of New Zealand “By 1878, 77% of New 
Zealand’s fenced area was enclosed with wire – 82% of it in 
the South Island. Farming had expanded much more rapidly 
in the South Island and there was no cheap alternative to 
wire fencing, whereas in the north there was a ready supply 
of timber. By early 1879 barbed wire appeared in New 
Zealand, where it was initially known as American wire. It was 
used more widely where cattle were farmed, but it became 
common for the top wire on most fences to be barbed. There 
have always been concerns about barbed wire because of 
the damage it does to the hides of livestock. In recent years, 
barbed wire has been replaced by an electric wire, which does 
not damage the pelt and is more likely to discourage cattle 
from pushing against the fence.” (Robert 2008).

In New Zealand the tool stretching the wire taught and 
removing any snags is called a strainer. To tighten a fence, it 
is known as straining a fence and one uses a strainer.

Barbed wire is also seen along the rural country side as 
a major component in gates know as Taranaki gates. “The 
Taranaki gate is part of the tradition of ‘making do’ when 
money or materials are in short supply. Originally it was 
made of five plain wires and one or two lengths of barbed 
wire, held in place by wooden battens. The gates were tricky 
for novices to open and close, and easily became tangled. 
Taranaki gates are still found throughout New Zealand – 
modern ones are made from wire netting. Despite their 
name, there is no evidence that the gates were a Taranaki 
development.” (Robert 2008).

NEW ZEALAND: 
PICTURESQUE AND POINTED

Submitted by Patricia Duffey

Auckland Libraries 
Heritage Collections. 
T1172. Image 
showing barbed wire 
coastal defences 
on Takapuna beach 
during the Second 
World War, looking 
north from southern 
end of beach.

To test your knowledge of more New Zealand terms related to 
Barbed Wire and fencing visit the Kansas Barbed Wire Museum 
facebook page …. And search for the post on New Zealand 
fencing terms.

This wire strainer was invented and 
manufactured by the Hayes company in 
Oturehua, Central Otago. Two clamps hold 
two wires, which are strained by alternately 
moving the jaws of the mechanism along 
the length of the chain. Once the barbed 
wire is strained to the desired tension, 
the two wires are looped together and 
tied, or the barbed wire is tied around the 
post, and the short wire removed. (Robert 
2008) – Photograph courtesy of Alexander 
Turnbull Library, F. W. Weidner Collection 
(PAColl-3067)

The Taranaki gate is a makeshift wire and batten 
gate, named after the dairying area where it 
is widely used, although the gates are found 
throughout New Zealand. This one is stretched 
between concrete posts and has a barbed-wire 
top and five plain wires. When not used as a 
gate, it forms part of the fence. - Puke Ariki 
-Taranaki Museum & Library. Photograph by 
Ronald E Lambert, 2002. Ref: PHO2007-304. 


