
ANTIQUE BARBED WIRE SOCIETY 

MEETING MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 27, 2019 

LA CROSSE, KANSAS 

 

Chairman John Baumchen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM in the Hagemeier 
Conference Room of the Kansas Barbed Wire Museum. 

Fred Reynolds gave the invocation 

Roll Call was taken.  All officers and directors were present with the exception of the DRM 
representative, Mike Oldham. 

Copies of the May 2, 2019 minutes were distributed.  Mark Nelson motioned to accept 
them as written, Dan Sowle seconded and motion carried. 

Treasurer Linda Nelson reported on the financial status of the Society.  The Balance Sheet 
shows total assets being $32,433.20 with no liabilities.  Total income from October 31, 
2018 through October 31, 2019 reflects $13,631.80.  Total expenses for the same period of 
time was $13,764.27, showing a net loss of $132.47.   Linda reported the Wire Mail Bid 
and E-Sales are up but Membership Fees is down.  These printed reports are on file with 
the Secretary. 

ABWS currently has 5 Certificates of Deposits in varying amounts maturing in 2019 and 
2020.  Linda proposed that funds be transferred from the checking account to increase 
each CD to $10,000 as they mature.  We would then have 3 CDs, not 5.  Fred Reynolds 
made the motion, Barry Beek seconded and motion carried. 

Bob Spencer, Editor/publisher of the BWC, reported that people liked the color pages as 
well as the additional pages.   He announced that he would be retiring from this position 
by the 2020 Symposium and is asking for someone to step up and assume that position. 

Linda Nelson, librarian, has inserted the current year’s newsletters into the collection and 
has updated the index for the Colorado Club, California Club, DRM and the BWC of ABWS.  
She also updated the Symposium notebook for 2018.  Two missing binders, Men’s Hall of 
Fame and Ladies Hall of Honor have been located and are back on the shelves in the 
library. 

The election was held for the positions of chairman, treasurer and librarian.  Brad Penka 
made the motion to reelect John Baumchen as chairman.  Fred Reynolds seconded.  Brad 
also motioned to reelect Linda as treasurer and librarian.  Jim Kerschner seconded.  Both 
motions were voted on and passed.  These terms will expire in 2021. 

Dan Sowle reported that the Wire Mail Bid is running smoothly.  He will assemble the 2019 
results and mail them to the chairman.  As of November/December, 2019, Rick Smith will 
be wearing the new hat of the WMB.  He is planning to establish a new system using 
PROXY bids which should relieve some of the hassle of last minute bidding.  Rules will be 
established and published in the next BWC. 



Mark Nelson reported on the Sterling Show in Sterling, Illinois, where they were 
celebrating 140 years of wire making.  He showed an interesting video of the Dillon Home 
which later became a full-fledged steel mill.  Alvin and Mary Kangas, collectors and 
members of the ABWS from South Dakota along with Mark and Linda Nelson, represented 
the ABWS at this show.  Several other wire collectors also attended and as an added 
benefit, ABWS gained two new members. 

Mark mentioned that the Kansas BW Museum and the Harold Hagemeier Conference Room 
and Library sustained some damage due to some summer flooding.  Moisture was 
embedded in the walls and carpet and he suggested ABWS purchase a $200 dehumidifier 
in order to remove the moisture.  The Historical Society and the City of LaCrosse 
recommend installing rain gutters along the front of the building along with lowering the 
grade of the parking area in front.  ABWS and the City of LaCrosse will share in the gutter 
expense at $230 each.  Better quality lighting in the museum is needed to lower the 
monthly cost of electricity.  LED lighting will cost about $600.  Total costs for all these 
needs will be $1,030.  Mark motioned that ABWS pay these costs, Dan Sowle seconded and 
motion passed. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30. 

 

Submitted by ___________________ 

                        Nancy Sowle, Secretary 


