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There's More in 24........April 18-20, 2024 

ARIZONA ANTIQUE BARBED WIRE
AND WESTERN COLLECTIBLES SHOW

PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA
ELK'S LODGE 6245 E. 2ND ST

Parking, RV spaces, Beautiful Views, Eats nearby

HOST HOTEL: Hampton Inn & Suites 928-772-1800
2901 North Glassford Hill Road, Prescott Valley

reservation includes full BREAKFAST
ask for Barbed Wire group rate: Thu $119, Fri-Sat $169

BUY-SELL-TRADE ~ ~ ~ WIRE COLLECTIONS BOUGHT AND SOLD
AWARDS IN ALL RELATED CATEGORIES

LADIES COLLECTIBLES WELCOME

FREE ADMISSION ~ ~ FREE WIRE TO BEGINNERS

FUND RAISING AUCTION SATURDAY 3 P.M.
(PLEASE BRING AN ITEM!) 

For Table Reservation and Information Contact:
MARVIN MACKABEN 928-759-9385 

FREE STANDING DISPLAY SPACE
6 FT & 8 FT TABLES @ $20 EACH 

SET-UP THU 1-5 PM
SHOW TIMES FRI & SAT 9-4 PM

Co-sponsored by the Antique Barbed Wire Society
& California Barbed Wire Collectors Association

/

16 9

New Zealand is renowned for its picturesque landscapes, 
diverse wildlife, and vibrant Maori culture. Hidden among 
its stunning scenery is a part of history that has captured the 
imagination of a small group of enthusiasts – the collection 
of barbed wire. While this might seem like an odd pursuit 
to those outside of this readership, there is a growing 
community of barbed wire collectors in New Zealand, who 
have transformed what to most in the countryside see as 
a utilitarian object, into a captivating historical and cultural 
artifact. 

The History of Barbed Wire in New Zealand.  Barbed 
wire, with its simple design of twisted wire with barbs, 
revolutionized fencing and agriculture in the 19th century. 
It was instrumental in the settlement of the American 
West, providing an effective means of enclosing land and 
protecting livestock. Over the years, different variations of 
barbed wire were developed, leading to a wide array of 
styles and designs, each with its own unique history. While 
there is historical reference to similar types of wire that 
could be called ‘barbed wire’ from other countries pre-dating 
the American wire it appears that it is the American style 
patented wire that migrated mostly to New Zealand.

In the publication of an address delivered to the 
Industrial Association of Canterbury in 1887 entitled “The 
Industries of New Zealand” presenters addressed the 
manufacturing economic impact of barbed wire in New 
Zealand. 

“Much of the opposition to local manufactures 
is by, or at any rate in the name of, the producer. It is 
contended that they are inimical to his interests, and 
that any encouragement given to them must be at the 
expense of the farmer and grazier. Theoretically this may 
be in accordance with “sound economics,” what would 
be called in Scotland “the fundamentals,” but practically 
the effect is as often the other way about. A case in point 
occurred two or three years ago within the sound of the 
Cathedral bells. Immediately on the establishment of 
barbed wire manufactures in the Colony the price of the 
imported article fell £18 a ton in one drop. Assuming that 
a sixth of the wire used in New Zealand is barbed, this 
fall represents a saving to the producer of about £20,000 
a year. He may well afford a handsome commission to 
local industry out of the transaction.” (Blair 1887).
The Significance of Barbed Wire Collections in New 

Zealand. Barbed wire collections in New Zealand, like in 
many other countries; serve as insight into the country’s 

agricultural history, regional settlement, 
and the related technological 
agricultural advancements that have 
and continue to shape the nation. 
The wires when displayed reveal the 
evolution of fencing technologies, the 
materials available, the timeline of 
rural development, and the innovative 
designs tempered to the local regions 
that helped shape the New Zealand 
landscape. 

In a 1999 Audio recording found in 
the National Library Archives, collector 
Frank (Andy) Anderson describes 

his introduction to barbed wire working with the 4th Works 
Company during World War II where he was tasked through 
assignment to the Public Works Department to install and 
electrify barbed wire along the North Shore beaches. He 
spoke of the necessity of such an endeaver as well as the 
feelings he has now, split between the images of war wire 
and the ‘same wire’ [sic] used for advancing growth. (1999).

 According to the section ‘Farm Fencing – Wire Fencing’ 
in The Encyclopedia of New Zealand “By 1878, 77% of New 
Zealand’s fenced area was enclosed with wire – 82% of it in 
the South Island. Farming had expanded much more rapidly 
in the South Island and there was no cheap alternative to 
wire fencing, whereas in the north there was a ready supply 
of timber. By early 1879 barbed wire appeared in New 
Zealand, where it was initially known as American wire. It was 
used more widely where cattle were farmed, but it became 
common for the top wire on most fences to be barbed. There 
have always been concerns about barbed wire because of 
the damage it does to the hides of livestock. In recent years, 
barbed wire has been replaced by an electric wire, which does 
not damage the pelt and is more likely to discourage cattle 
from pushing against the fence.” (Robert 2008).

In New Zealand the tool stretching the wire taught and 
removing any snags is called a strainer. To tighten a fence, it 
is known as straining a fence and one uses a strainer.

Barbed wire is also seen along the rural country side as 
a major component in gates know as Taranaki gates. “The 
Taranaki gate is part of the tradition of ‘making do’ when 
money or materials are in short supply. Originally it was 
made of five plain wires and one or two lengths of barbed 
wire, held in place by wooden battens. The gates were tricky 
for novices to open and close, and easily became tangled. 
Taranaki gates are still found throughout New Zealand – 
modern ones are made from wire netting. Despite their 
name, there is no evidence that the gates were a Taranaki 
development.” (Robert 2008).

NEW ZEALAND: 
PICTURESQUE AND POINTED

Submitted by Patricia Duffey

Auckland Libraries 
Heritage Collections. 
T1172. Image 
showing barbed wire 
coastal defences 
on Takapuna beach 
during the Second 
World War, looking 
north from southern 
end of beach.

To test your knowledge of more New Zealand terms related to 
Barbed Wire and fencing visit the Kansas Barbed Wire Museum 
facebook page …. And search for the post on New Zealand 
fencing terms.

This wire strainer was invented and 
manufactured by the Hayes company in 
Oturehua, Central Otago. Two clamps hold 
two wires, which are strained by alternately 
moving the jaws of the mechanism along 
the length of the chain. Once the barbed 
wire is strained to the desired tension, 
the two wires are looped together and 
tied, or the barbed wire is tied around the 
post, and the short wire removed. (Robert 
2008) – Photograph courtesy of Alexander 
Turnbull Library, F. W. Weidner Collection 
(PAColl-3067)

The Taranaki gate is a makeshift wire and batten 
gate, named after the dairying area where it 
is widely used, although the gates are found 
throughout New Zealand. This one is stretched 
between concrete posts and has a barbed-wire 
top and five plain wires. When not used as a 
gate, it forms part of the fence. - Puke Ariki 
-Taranaki Museum & Library. Photograph by 
Ronald E Lambert, 2002. Ref: PHO2007-304. 


